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The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development, in conjunction with the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS), conducts the Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) Wage Survey on a semi-annual 
basis, mailing OES survey forms to a sample of business establishments throughout the state. 

Employers receiving the survey are strongly encouraged to participate since the quality and the level of detail 
that can be provided from this survey depends on the cooperation received from the employer community. 
Wage data are published for specific areas and/or industries only if there are enough responses to ensure 
both the reliability of the data and the confidentiality of the respondents.

The wage data provided here are possible due to thousands of New Jersey employers who participated in the 
OES Wage Survey. The wage and employment data collected in the OES Wage Survey provide valuable input 
for wage comparisons and for identifying trends in emerging or declining occupations -- precisely the kind of 
information needed by employers. Wage comparisons between areas are useful for new companies in 
selecting a location or for established companies looking to relocate. In addition, people often consult these 
data when choosing or changing careers, entering the job market, or relocating to another area. Likewise, 
career counselors use this information when advising people on occupational choices.

Occupational wage data is estimated from data collected through six surveys over the past three years.

The OES Survey uses the Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) system, which was designed to be used 
by all Federal statistical agencies reporting occupational data. Current estimates utilize the 2018 SOC, in 
which there are approximately 867 detailed occupational classifications. For more information about the SOC 
system, see the SOC page of the BLS website at http://www.bls.gov/soc/.
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This current release of the OES survey estimates publishes area estimates using the Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA) configurations based on the 2010 Census. Many of New Jersey's ten sub-state MSA 
configurations are "cross-state" areas comprised of counties from two or more states. In those instances, 
the data presented here is representative of only the New Jersey portion of the MSA.For example, the 
entire "Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, PA-NJ MSA" is comprised of Warren County, NJ and three Pennsylvania 
counties. The data for the "Warren County Labor Area" that is available on the New Jersey Labor and 
²ƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
http://lwd.dol.state.nj.us/labor/lpa/employ/oeswage/oeswage_index.htmlcovers only the New Jersey 
portion of that MSA. For more information on Metropolitan Statistical Areas, visit the BLS website for MSA 
definitions at http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/msa_def.htm.

The OES survey is conducted in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands in conjunction with the BLS and the U.S. Employment and Training Administration (ETA). Prior to 1996, 
the OES survey collected employment data by occupation but not wage data. This addition has resulted in 
occupational wage data of greater quality and consistency than ever before available. 

The stringent requirements of the OES survey, in terms of a statistically valid sample and methodology, 
combined with consistent survey forms and definitions, has resulted in quality wage data for hundreds of 
occupations that are truly comparable across all states and metropolitan areas. This is in direct contrast to 
previously available occupational wage data which existed for only a limited number of occupations and 
originated from a variety of different surveys, each collected over differing time periods using different 
questionnaires, methodologies, occupational titles and definitions.
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The top five occupational groups account for more than half of 
all employment while the bottom five groups accounts for less 
than five percent
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Employment for largest and smallest occupational 
groups, New Jersey 2017

Office and administrative 
support occupations 
continued to be the 
largest occupational group 
in New Jersey in 2017,  
accounting for a little 
more than 16 percent of 
all employment.  Four of 
the top ten largest 
detailed occupations are 
classified in this group.

Among the top five 
occupational groups, only 
education, training and 
library occupations 
earned an average salary 
greater than the 
statewide average of 
$56,980.

The smallest five 
occupational groups 
comprised less than 5
percent of all employment 
in New Jersey.  However, 
all but farming, fishing 
and forestry occupations 
earned an above average 
annual salary.
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The management, legal, and computer and mathematical 
occupational groups each earn average annual salaries into the  
six figures
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occupational groups, New Jersey 2017

Management occupations 
earn nearly triple the 
statewide average salary 
and nearly six times more 
than the lowest paying 
occupational group, food 
preparation and serving 
related occupations.

Computer and 
mathematical; life, 
physical, and social 
science as well as 
architecture and 
engineering occupations,  
classified as STEM 
occupations, each earn 
average salaries well 
above the statewide 
average.

Four of the five lowest 
paying occupational 
groups are classified as 
service occupations.  Only 
farming, fishing and 
forestry occupations fall 
outside this group.

Overview

6



Registered nurse is the only occupation among the top 
ten in terms of employment that earned an annual salary 
higher than the statewide average
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Employment and average salary for ten largest 
occupations, New Jersey 2017

There are approximately 
221,950 retail 
salespersons and cashiers 
combined employed in 
New Jersey.  This 
represents nearly 6 
percent of all employment 
in the state.  Those 
employed in these 
occupations are often 
paid on an hourly basis, 
with averages of $13.05 
and $10.69 per hour, 
respectively.

Most of the occupations 
on this list are classified as 
either service, sales or 
administrative support 
occupations.

The employment from 
these ten occupations 
combined accounts for 
more than 20 percent of 
all employment in the 
state.

NJ Statewide Average Salary = $56,980

Overview
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Many of lowest paying occupations in New Jersey require 
very little education and experience for entry

Four of the ten lowest 
paying occupations in New 
Jersey in 2017 were in the 
food services occupational 
group.  It is notable that 
like many service 
occupations, gratuities can 
be a significant portion of 
the ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ income.  
While the OES survey 
attempts to account for 
this, it is understood that 
actual worker pay may be 
higher than the hourly 
wages reported.

Automotive and watercraft 
service attendants (e.g. gas 
station attendants) are a 
relatively common 
occupation in New Jersey 
and Oregon. New Jersey is 
the last state where 
customers cannot pump 
their own gasoline, while 
Oregon has opened their 
doors to limited self-service 
stations in select areas. 
There are 10,270 employed 
in New Jersey.

Overview

Hourly Wage and Employment of Lowest Paying Occupations
New Jersey, 2017
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Occupation
Hourly 
Wage

Employment

Counter Attendants, Cafeteria, Food Concession, and Coffee Shop $10.22 31,890 

Shampooers $10.44 2,070 

Automotive and Watercraft Service Attendants $10.57 10,270 

Amusement and Recreation Attendants $10.58 8,310 

Cooks, Fast Food $10.62 11,150 

Cashiers $10.69 95,190 

Combined Food Preparation and Serving Workers, Including Fast Food $10.75 48,910 

Dishwashers $10.79 10,040 

Lifeguards, Ski Patrol, and Other Recreational Protective Service Workers$10.83 4,880 

Baggage Porters and Bellhops $10.85 490 



On the contrary, the highest paying occupations almost always 
require very advanced degrees and extensive experience

The list of the highest 
paying occupations in 
New Jersey is largely 
comprised of physicians 
and other advanced 
medical professionals.  
Most of these healthcare 
practitioner occupations 
requires not only a 
doctoral degree, but also 
extensive post-graduation 
experience.  

Three occupations on this 
list that is not related to 
healthcare is petroleum 
engineers, marketing 
managers, and computer 
and information systems 
managers.  While the 
managerial occupations 
ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
degree, a minimum of 5 
years or more experience 
is often required. 

Overview

Annual Salary and Employment of Highest Paying Occupations
New Jersey, 2017
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Occupation Annual Salary Employment

Orthodontists $263,880 190 

Psychiatrists $252,470 1,030 

Anesthesiologists $243,810 410 

Internists, General $220,490 1,310 

Family and General Practitioners $216,890 1,750 

Physicians and Surgeons* $207,340 15,960 

Petroleum Engineers $187,370 190 

Pediatricians, General $180,040 1,500 

Marketing Managers $177,070 10,960 

Computer and Information Systems Managers $175,830 13,900 

* Includes Physicians and Surgeons, All Other (SOC 29-1069)



Many of the highest paying occupations outside of 
management and healthcare are classified as legal and 
STEM occupations

The two legal occupations 
on this list require a 
postsecondary and 
professional degree while 
judges also require 
extensive experience.

Six of the remaining eight 
occupations require a 
ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
degree for entry. 
Computer and 
information research 
scientists require a 
minimum of a doctoral or 
professional degree. Five 
of which are considered 
to be STEM occupations. 

Overview
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Employment and average annual salary of select high paying occupations 
excluding healthcare and management, New Jersey 2017
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Occupation Annual Salary Employment

Petroleum Engineers $187,370 190 

Judges, Magistrate Judges, and Magistrates $150,260 1,020 

Medical Scientists, Except Epidemiologists $145,340 2,560 

Lawyers $140,340 20,730 

Computer Network Architects $128,380 5,260 

Personal Financial Advisors $127,220 6,090 

First-Line Supervisors of Police and Detectives $126,450 5,200 

Computer and Information Research Scientists $125,240 1,280 

Information Security Analysts $120,020 3,210 

Postsecondary Economics Teachers $117,440 310 



These occupations have a strong presence in New Jersey 
relative to other states in 2017
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Location Quotient, Average Salary, and Employment of 
Selected Occupations, New Jersey 2017

Biochemists and Biophysicists

Mathematicians

Special Education Teachers
(Middle School)

Solar Photovoltaic 
Installers

Automotive and Watercraft 
Service Attendants

Chemists

Simply, a location quotient 
significantly higher than 
1.0 indicates that an 
occupation has a strong 
presence in a given area 
as compared to that same 
ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ 
the national level.

Most of the occupations 
illustrated on this chart 
earn a salary above the 
statewide average of 
$56,980.

Three of these 
occupations (highlighted 
in gold) are STEM 
occupations and are 
commonly found working 
ƛƴ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ 
chemical manufacturing 
industry, which includes 
one of the leading 
pharmaceutical industries 
in the country.

Overview
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The plots on this chart represent the employment and 
average annual salary for each of the 744 detailed 
occupations found in New Jersey
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Employment and Average Annual Salary by Detailed 
Occupation, New Jersey 2017

Cashiers

Registered Nurses

General and Operations Managers

Financial Managers

Various Types of Doctors

There are 43 occupations 
in New Jersey with 
employment of at least 
20,000 in 2017.  
Combined, they account 
for over 1.9 million in 
employment, or near 50 
percent of all jobs in the 
state.

There are 98 occupations 
with an average annual 
salary exceeding 
$100,000.  Combined, 
they account for 448,690 
in employment, or over 
11 percent of all 
employment.

There are four 
occupations with 
employment of at least 
20,000 and average 
earnings exceeding 
$100,000; general and 
operations managers, 
financial managers, 
lawyers, and application 
software developers.

Overview
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The occupational composition and compensation are 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ 
reflecting the very different economies within the state

More than half (51.9 
percent) of all 
employment in New 
Jersey is found in the ten 
counties that make up the 
northern region of the 
state.  While slightly 
smaller in terms of land 
area than the southern 
region, it is far more 
densely populated.  There 
are 749 workers per 
square mile in the north 
versus only 257 workers 
per square mile in the 
south.

On average, the annual 
salary earned among all 
occupations is higher in 
the northern and central 
regions than in the south.  

Northern Region
2,081,360 Employed

$58,420 Average Salary

Central Region
1,096,150 Employed

$55,150 Average Salary

Southern Region
770,590 Employed

$49,620 Average Salary

14

Employment and Average Salary by Region
All Occupations in New Jersey, 2017

* Weighted regional salaries



There are more than one million employed in occupations 
that ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ in New Jersey

The average annual salary 
of these occupations in 
New Jersey exceed 
$98,000, nearly double 
the statewide average.

Approximately 84 percent 
of this employment is 
found in the northern and 
central regions where 
industries like chemical 
manufacturing, corporate 
headquarters, and finance 
are more commonly 
located.

The average annual salary 
of these workers is also 
much higher in the 
northern and central 
regions

Northern Region
568,270 Employed

$104,600 Average Salary

Central Region
302,290 Employed

$98,950 Average Salary

Southern Region
161,860 Employed

$91,550 Average Salary
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Employment and Average Salary by Region
Occupations Requiring!ǘ [Ŝŀǎǘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ

in New Jersey, 2017

* Weighted regional salaries



Occupations that require a high school diploma or less 
generally earn average salaries far below the statewide 
average of $56,980

These types of 
occupations are found in 
all parts of the state and 
there is far less difference 
in compensation from 
region to region.

While these occupations 
can be found in nearly 
every industry, they are 
most commonly found 
among hospitality, food 
service, and retail trade 
employers.

Northern Region
1,230,290 Employed

$40,010 Average Salary

Central Region
634,840 Employed

$38,530 Average Salary

Southern Region
457,820 Employed

$36,990 Average Salary

16

Employment and Average Salary by Region
Occupations RequiringHigh School Diploma or Less 

in New Jersey, 2017

* Weighted regional salaries



The occupations below are most likely to be employed in 
the northern region of New Jersey

Largely due to its close 
proximity to New York 
City, the industry 
composition of the 
northern region includes a 
robust financial sector.  
Occupations like personal 
financial advisors and 
information security 
analysts provide 
employment 
opportunities with 
salaries in excess of 
$100,000.

Newark Liberty 
International Airport is 
the largest airport in the 
state.  Transportation 
security screeners and 
aircraft mechanics are 
essential to its operation 
and more likely to be 
employed in the north 
than any other region.

Transportation 
Security Screeners

Aircraft Mechanics 
and Service 
Technicians

Biochemists and 
Biophysicists

Information Security 
Analysts

Personal Financial 
Advisors
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Selected Occupations, Northern Region 2017

Size of bubble 
denotes employment

17



The list below highlights some of the highest paying 
occupations in the northern region

Many of the highest 
paying occupations are 
directly linked to the large 
financial sector.  Personal 
financial advisors and 
financial analysts each 
earned an average annual 
salary exceeding $100,000 
in 2017.

Logisticians and aircraft 
mechanics are commonly 
employed in the 
transportation, logistics, 
and distribution sector.  
Newark Liberty 
International Airport and 
its neighboring seaports 
manage the 
transportation of billions 
of dollars worth of goods 
every year.

Average annual salary and employment of select high paying 
occupations, Northern New Jersey 2017
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Occupation Annual Salary* Employment

Personal Financial Advisors $126,620 3,940 

Systems Software Developers $119,890 5,360 

Pharmacists $114,590 5,460 

Financial Analysts $111,840 6,150 

Computer Systems Analysts $100,020 7,450 

Postsecondary Nursing Instructors $93,390 1,190 

Mechanical Engineers $90,850 2,950 

Secondary Special Education Teachers $76,050 3,190 

Electricians $74,780 8,150 

Aircraft Mechanics and Service Technicians $68,240 1,940 

*Weighted Salary



Data shows that the occupations below earn higher 
salaries in the north than in any other region

Most of the occupations 
on this list require at least 
ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ

Securities, commodities 
and financial services 
sales agents earn greater 
than $20,000 more in the 
northern region than their 
counterparts in the 
central or southern 
regions.

Computer, science and 
financial  industries in the 
northern region mostly 
earn far more than in 
other parts of the state.

Average annual salary, regional salary premium, and employment of 
select occupations, Northern New Jersey 2017
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Occupation
Annual 
Salary*

Salary* 
Difference

Employment Education

Securities, Commodities, and Financial 
Services Sales Agents

$114,410 + $20,830 9,240 Bachelor's degree

Medical Scientists $151,620 + $17,590 1,610
Doctoral or 
professional degree

Compensation, Benefits, and Job Analysis 
Specialists

$89,710 + $17,570 1,020 Bachelor's degree

Financial Analysts $111,840 + $16,550 6,150 Bachelor's degree

Web Developers $83,840 + $16,090 1,540 Associate's degree

Information Security Analysts $125,550 + $15,440 2,310 Bachelor's degree

Reservation and Transportation Ticket 
Agents and Travel Clerks

$49,040 + $11,870 2,830
High school diploma or 
equivalent

Insurance Underwriters $102,650 + $11,480 1,840 Bachelor's degree

Market Research Analysts and Marketing 
Specialists

$89,930 + $10,960 11,710 Bachelor's degree

Accountants and Auditors $96,300 + $10,370 20,910 Bachelor's degree

*Weighted Salaries



These occupations are most likely to be employed in the 
central region than other parts of New Jersey

The central region offers a 
very diverse industrial 
composition ranging from 
pharmaceutical 
manufacturing and 
information technology to 
state government in the 
Capitol of Trenton and 
leisure and hospitality 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
coastline of barrier 
islands.

This four county region is 
the smallest by land area 
of the three, but still 
employed over 1,000,000 
people in 2017.

¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ оΣмсл 
chemists earned an 
average salary of $88,140 
in 2017.

Environmental 
Scientists and 

Specialists

Chemists

Application Software 
Developers

Civil Engineers

Amusement and 
Recreation 
Attendants

1.0

1.5

2.0

$0 $50,000 $100,000 $150,000

L
o

ca
tio

n
 Q

u
o

tie
n
t

Average Annual Salary

Location Quotient, Average Salary, and Employment of 
Selected Occupations, Central Region 2017
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denotes employment
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